Initiative Africa (1A) is a local NGO established in 2002 to nurture active
and integrative learning, personal well-being, preparatiaon for meaningful
work, and democratic citizenship. Also supporting actions linking the
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CIVICS LEARNING IN SCHOOLS

Civics learning in school programmes is about improving the knowledge,
skills and values individuals need to be effective Active Citizens; and Civics
Learning in School (CiLS) is simply a democratization programme. An
effective active citizen is a person who understands the obligation and
undertakes the responsibility to improve community conditions, build
healthier communities and address social problems. He or she understands
and believes in the democratic ideal of cnmrnunity parﬁcipauon, and the
need to incorporate the contributions of every member of the community.
Civics Learning in Schools Programme takes place in schools and higher
learning institutions.

PROGRAMME OBIJECTIVES

® Toincrease awareness of University presidents and student leadershij
and Peace Forum Representatives on issues that constrain the peacefi
and productive teaching and learning environment.

Youth activism has surged in the last decade, with young groups calling on
leaders both on and off campus to right wrongs, erase inequalities and
secure the future of our planet. But this is nothing new: Student activists led
the charge during the sixties students’ movement and were early adopters of
democratization. While peaceful protests and petitions are still important
parts of students’ toolbox, today’s young activists are expanding by bringing
activism to the web and social media.

® To compile experiences of universities leadership on maintaining relat
peaceful teaching and learning environment.
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' ® To Propose potential interventions in order to address potential
The overall objective of the programme is to improve Students’ body
capacity ar—td sustainabihty in unwersﬂaes to encourage students’
engagement to be key partners in the efforts to empower communities to
address the challenges posed by the need for sustainable development.
More specifically, the programme will have the following targeted

objectives:

problems of peace and stability in the context of universities.

® To increase participation of young people, women and disadvantaged
members of communities in the democratic and economic life and
self-governance on the local level.

i. To raise the capacity of students’ body in universities to
empower and mobilise local communities and to improve
their long-term impact and sustainability.

ii. To increase participation of young people, women and
disadvantaged members of communities in the democratic
and economic life and self-governance on the local level.

A special feature of the proposed programme is to use media and digital
skills, increased media literacy and community media outlets in order to
increase impact and outreach of young peoples activities in their
communities. : :
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